



Different  
    but 

                      united! 
 
1.Come, people of the Risen King 
Who delight to bring Him praise 
Come all and tune your hearts to sing 
To the Morning Star of grace 
From the shifting shadows of the earth 
We will lift our eyes to Him 
Where steady arms of mercy reach 
To gather children in 
Rejoice, rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
One heart, one voice; O Church of Christ, rejoice! 

   3. Come, young and old from every land 
   Men and women of the faith 
   Come, those with full or empty hands 
   Find the riches of His grace 
   Over all the world, His people sing 
   Shore to shore we hear them call 
   The Truth that cries through every age: 
   "Our God is all in all"! 
   Rejoice … 

We give thanks that we meet with all kinds of people, happy or sad 
as we come into Your welcoming presence 
in the confidence of the resurrection, and the personal relationship we can have with You. 
Whatever situation we are in - You know,  You understand, You care 

We praise You that Your perfect love will never change,  Your mercy will never cease and 
thank You for Your invitation in Jesus. 

Help us to learn Your truth, and then to tune our hearts to Your heartbeat of love. 
Open our eyes  that we may behold wonderful things out of Your word 
     that we may see folk as You see them 
   that we may see the opportunities You open to share the gospel 
    and support those who are struggling. 

Through Jesus Christ our Risen Lord and Saviour   AMEN 

2.Come, those whose joy is morning sun 
And those weeping through the night 
Come, those who tell of battles won 
And those struggling in the fight 
For His perfect love will never change 
And His mercies never cease 
But follow us through all our days 
With the certain hope of peace 
 Rejoice … 



I Corinthians 12:12-27 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.                            
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There are different                        
kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.                       
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there 
is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by 
means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by 
that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing 
between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the 
interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he 
distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ. For we were all baptised by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or 
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not 
made up of one part but of many. 
Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would 
not for that reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not 
an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the 
body.  If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole 
body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has placed the parts in 
the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they were all one part, where 
would the body be?  As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

Ephesians 4. 14-16 
Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their 
deceitful scheming.  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 
respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, 
joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as 
each part does its work. 

1 O Lord, thou art my God and King; 
thee will I magnify and praise: 
I will thee bless, and gladly sing 
unto thy holy name always. 

2 Each day I rise I will thee bless, 
and praise thy name time without end. 
Much to be praised, and great God is; 
his greatness none can comprehend. 

What do we think of when the word “church” is mentioned - the building, the organisation, 
the people ? 
I heard of one child passing an open church door and saying “Oh God is at home today!” 

Jesus said “I will build my church”  … wonder what He had in mind, and how it can 
happen ?   The key is that it is His church, and ultimately  He is the builder! 

3 Race shall thy works praise unto race, 
the mighty acts show done by thee. 
I will speak of the glorious grace, 
and honour of thy majesty: 

4 Thy wondrous works I will record. 
By many shall the might be told 
of all thy awesome acts, O Lord: 
and I thy greatness will unfold. 



3 things emerge as we read the NT. 
A. Diversity : Gifted by God 
We are all different, as were the early disciples.  
Just as the parts of the body are different. 
So we should not look for church that has clones of us 
or to agree with us in everything,  but we are united in Christ. 
The early church had all kinds of people but they were “all one in Christ Jesus” -  
this focus on Jesus broke through the big barriers of that time - gender, ethnic origin, and 
social status - uniting them in Jesus.  And the living Jesus wants the same to happen in 2022 

    B. Dependancy : Gathered to support each other 
    If one part of the body hurts, the rest compensates 
    Encourage 
    Equip 
    Each part working properly 
    “held together by every supporting ligament” 
    weaker parts supported by the stronger! 

C. Direction : Given a purpose 
What is important is that each part is connected to the head. 
If something happens, say to the spinal cord, the connection is  
broken and we say that the person is paralysed. 

It needs the head to control,  and to give life. 
i.    Based on truth  cf the Psalm we have at Hymn 100 
ii.    Spoken in love  
iii.    Filled with the Spirit - ongoing present tense. 

Christians should all look alike:  compassionate, kind, humble, gentle, patient (Col 3.12)  
The family resemblance should be striking.  We are all children of the same Father.  
We have all experienced His love and forgiveness 

Diversity in Unity in Contact with Christ the head. 

Jesus, be the centre, 
Be my source, be my light, 
Jesus. 

Jesus be the centre, be my source, be my light 
In the stillness and quietness we allow these words to be our personal prayer 

Jesus be the fire in our hearts, the wind in our sails 
As we are part of your team,  
 we pray that You may work out these words in the life of our congregation 
 praying for those who feel wearied,  those who are struggling 

Be the fire in my heart, 
Be the wind in these sails; 
Be the reason that I live, Jesus. 

Jesus, be my vision, 
Be my path, be my guide, 
Jesus. 



 we pray for the next generations in our community that they may hear the good news 
  and find meaning for life in Jesus. 
 Equip us, we pray, for the spiritual battles, in the confidence of the Risen Jesus. 

Jesus be the vision 
As we are encouraged to pray for those in leadership, 
 we pray for those who are in positions of influence in education, medicine and law 
  that there may be integrity and compassion 
  for those who are in the think-tanks of national politics  
  for those at an international level that there may be freedom and care 
 and for the various organisations which seek to alleviate suffering of all kinds 
  children with preventable illness,  those suffering from malnutrition . 
Hear our prayers, spoken and unspoken, and as we sum up our prayers in the family prayer 
Our Father … 
 
1 Soldiers of Christ, arise, 
and put your armour on, 
strong in the strength which God supplies 
thro' his eternal Son. 
Strong in the Lord of hosts, 
and in his mighty pow'r, 
who in the strength of Jesus trusts 
is more than conqueror. 

  3. From strength to strength go on; 
  wrestle and fight and pray; 
  tread all the pow'rs of darkness down, 
  and win the well-fought day. 
  That having all things done 
  and all your conflicts passed 
  You may o’ercome through Christ alone 
  and stand complete at last. 

2 Stand then in his great might, 
with all his strength endued; 
but take, to arm you for the fight, 
the panoply of God. 
To keep your armour bright, 
attend with constant care; 
still walking in your Captain's sight, 
and watching unto prayer


