



            Welcome 
            to  
           worship 

  “Although He’s the Lord of all glory  
yet He’s only a prayer away” 

O God we give thanks that we can say “Welcome to Worship” 
because You welcome us.

What a privilege it is to have that invitation for …

… You the Eternal One to have time for creatures of time

… You the Holy One to care for a sinful world

… You the Creator of the universe to opt into the word in Jesus

… You the Supreme Being to offer a living relationship to us. 
We confess that we do not deserve this because …

… we have abused the resources of the earth entrusted to our care

… we have ignored your laws given for global justice

… we have allowed our attitudes to be contaminated by sin

… we have neglected Your word in the pages of scripture

… we have failed to pass on the good news to others.

But yet You love us, welcoming us into a living relationship.

We humbly and with great gratitude come to worship today praying 
… that we may know the joy of Your living presence with us

… that we may see wonderful things from studying Your word

… that we may be equipped to face another week

… that we may be filled to overflowing with Your love and Your hope

through Jesus Christ our Lord to Whom with You and the Holy Spiirt 
be all praise, for ever  Amen.




Lectionary Reading : Psalm 51.1-13 

1 Have mercy on me, O God,

    according to your unfailing love;

according to your great compassion

    blot out my transgressions.

2 Wash away all my iniquity

    and cleanse me from my sin.

3  For I know my transgressions,

    and my sin is always before me.

4  Against you, you only, have I sinned

    and done what is evil in your sight;

  so you are right in your verdict

    and justified when you judge.

5 Surely I was sinful at birth,

    sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

6 Let you desired faithfulness even in the womb;

    you taught me wisdom in that secret place.

7  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;

    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

8  Let me hear joy and gladness;

    let the bones you have crushed rejoice.

9  Hide your face from my sins

    and blot out all my iniquity.

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God,

    and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

11 Do not cast me from your presence

    or take your Holy Spirit from me.

12  Restore to me the joy of your salvation

    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

13  Then I will teach transgressors your ways,

    so that sinners will turn back to you.


Lectionary Reading : John 12:20-33
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival 

were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from 

Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him,  "Sir, we wish to see Jesus."




Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified.Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who 
hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves 
me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. 
Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. Now my soul is troubled. 
And what should I say--' Father, save me from this hour'? No, it is for 
this reason that I have come to this hour.  Father, glorify your name." 

Then a voice came from heaven, 

"I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again."

The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. 
Others said, "An angel has spoken to him."

Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 
Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be 
driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself."

He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.


—————

We hear a lot about the increase 

in drug taking. While one would 

wish to help those in trouble 

it would be better if addictions were pre-empted in the first place.  
One would want an ambulance at the bottom of a cliff, but it would 
be better to have a fence at the top ! The officer in charge of a 
Scottish rehab unit noted over 10 years the reasons WHY especially 
young people had started taking alcohol which led to dependance, 
or to try drugs for the first time :

	 to avoid facing up to having messed up

	 to cope with a bereavement or poor diagnosis

	 to boost image before going to a party

	 to give them kicks because they are bored.




It is interesting how the Bible relates to each of these with its note  of 
i.  of pardon for the past and strength to change

	 … ii. of power to cope with death

	 … iii. of identity that each one is valuable

	 … iv. with the note of belonging.     


Psalm 51 deals with the first of these. In a scenario which could 
have been taken from one of the many crime series on TV David had 
an affair with Bathsheba and arranged to have her husband killed. 
Then he was challenged by Nathan who went to David telling him a 
story about a rich man stealing the one sheep a crofter had.  David 
was very annoyed,  until Nathan challenged him : “You are the man”. 
David realised that he had messed things up, to put it mildly.   We 
see

Contact with great God 1 
The Christian faith is not about religion, it is about a relationship God 
offers to us.

Confession of great need 4 
He realised that He was guilty before God and regretted it deeply.

Change which made a great difference 10.12    
There are 2 words for cleansing : one is superficial like rinsing,  the 
other which is used here is deep clearing, scrubbing for ingrained. 

Similarly there are two words for repentance : one is being sad and 
morbid,  as on TV we sometimes see “repent” on a placard carried 
by a sad looking man in black. That is a caricature! For the other 
word means a complete about turn. 

The change God makes is a deep-seated about turn! 

Commitment to a great purpose 13 
This about turn leads to a positive commitment to God, for new life 
involves a new life-style


  	 	 	 	 But  as we	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 look beyond Covid-19.       	  	 	 	 	 	 

	 	 	 	 we find that issues remain 

	 	 	 	 of climate change.

	 	 	 	 of refugees  and

	 	 	 	 of the meaning of life

	 	 	 	 in a messed up world.




Thinking people realise that the world is in a mess and are looking 
for some power to transform the situation,  to care for those who are 
suffering, to bring peace,  and give identity to people who are finding 
that their “normal props of life” are removed by the pandemic or 
proved to be shaky.   And if we are completely honest,  we know that 
none of us is completely perfect. The infectiousness of sin has 
contaminated us.

Into this situation comes not a religious system but Jesus Who offers 
a living relationship with God.  For He “was moved with compassion 
as the saw the crowds for they were harassed and helpless like 
sheep without a shepherd”.  

And as we go through Lent towards Easter we see just how He was 
moved : for the events of Good Friday and Easter were foretold!  
Today’s passage from the Gospel according to John is one of many 
in which Jesus makes it quite clear that He was deliberately going to 
Jerusalem to die, and that eventually He would be raised from the 
dead.   

It was no accident!  It was deliberate!  Jesus came “to give His life 
as a ransom” for us.  It was later summed up as “For God took the 
sinless Christ and poured into Him our sins. Then, in exchange, He 
poured God’s goodness into us ! (2 Cor 5.21 TLB) 

The other week our car would not start - for a variety 

of reasons its battery was flat.  Someone had to come 

alongside us, link up with positive and negative leads 

so that power would be infected and transferred to 

enable us to go where we should go. In a similar 

way God came alongside us in Jesus to inject 

power into our lives, removing the negative and 

filling us with His positive.

Psalm 51 may provide a template to follow : 

Contact with great God 1 
God is made known in action in Jesus so that we can have personal 
contact with Him.  It is a living relationship.

Confession of great need 4 
Just as we had to open the bonnet of the car, we have to be open 
and honest with God about our needs - personal national and global. 




Change which made a great difference 10.12   

The change God makes is a deep-seated transforming about turn 
which removes the negative of sin and brings the positive of .a new 
dimension of real life into our lives  Alongside God’s pardon for the 
pasts there is power for the future

Commitment to a great purpose 13 
This about turn leads to a positive commitment to God with a 
dynamic new purpose - for new life involves a new life-style 
belonging to a new team, God’s global church !  There are many who 
may subconsciously be saying “There must be more to life than 
this!”, effectively saying “We would see Jesus”.  

Helping them see Jesus is our great privilege and responsibility! 

Lent leads us to a commemoration of the events of Good Friday and 
a celebration the triumph of Easter and provides us with an 
opportunity to consider the greatness of God and our relationship 
with Him.


Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, 

	 all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

	 hear us as we open our hearts and minds to You ……………..

	 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy 	
	 Spirit, ……………………………  and 

	 keep on filling us with Your power through the Holy Spirit.

We think of our fellow Christians in areas where there is persecution, 	
	 praying that they may know Your sustaining power.

We pray for those in positions of leadership …

… in the political scene in Westminster and Holyrood;

… in the use of developments in technology and medical science;

….in areas which influence others - education and the media;

… in the police and justice system nationally and globally 

And now turning our minds to those we know we pray …

… for people we know who are under pressure , isolated, hurting, 	     
	 	 suffering chronic pain, post traumatic stress or bereaved

… for those sharing the good news of Jesus, especially with children 
	 	 and young folk

.. for James in his recovery from illness and for leadership vision for 	
	 	 the Kirk Session




through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who when He was on earth taught all 
those who loved Him to pray 


Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, 
      the power and the glory, 
      for ever and ever. Amen. 
And until that great day when we will see the Risen Jesus face to face, 
may the amazing grace of the Lord Jesus, the love of God  and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all.   Amen 


