1.Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o'er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation's story,
Now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship,
Come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King!

3 Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great desire of nations,
Ye have seen His natal star;
Come and worship,
Come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King!

2.Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
Watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing,
Yonder shines the infant Light;
Come and worship,
Come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King!

4 Saints before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear:
Come and worship,
Come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King!

“Since the children have flesh and blood,
Jesus too shared in their humanity made like them,
fully human in every way,” Hebrews 2
When we pause to take in the Christmas message,
we cannot but be lost in wonder, love, and praise.
Forgive us that we can get so cluttered with things or flustered with what has to be done,
that we lose the wonder of the gift of Jesus at Christmas,
that we are happy to leave Jesus as a baby,
and fail to realise the words we have been singing He is a new born King.
that all too often we do not allow the love of Christ to control our lives
Therefore we take time to meditate and praise Your name afresh :
Worship we the Godhead,Love incarnate, Love divine;
Worship we our Jesus: But wherewith for sacred sign?
Love shall be our token, Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men, Love for plea and gift and sign.
And to Your name Father Son and Holy Spirit be all praise and glory now and for ever AMEN

Wonder if any of the ladies got cosmetics for Christmas,
or if any of the men gave cosmetics?
Paul talks about making the good news of Jesus attractive…
the word used is cosmeo from which we get cosmetics.
Are people being attracted to Jesus?

Titus 2.11-3.10
For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say
“No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in
this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and
to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.
These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do not
let anyone despise you.
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do
whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle
toward everyone.
At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions
and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. But when the
kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things
we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our
Saviour, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope
of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that
those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good.
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.
But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law,
because these are unprofitable and useless.
See him lying on a bed of straw:
a draughty stable with an open door;
Mary cradling the babe she bore
the prince of glory is his name.
O now carry me to Bethlehem
to see the Lord of love again:
just as poor as was the stable then,
the prince of glory when he came.
2 Star of silver, sweep across the skies,
show where Jesus in the manger lies;
shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise
to see the saviour of the world!
O now carry me...

3 Angels, sing again the song you sang,
sing the glory of God's gracious plan;
Sing that Bethl'em's little baby can
be the saviour of us all.
O now carry me…
4 Mine are riches, from your poverty,
from your innocence, eternity;
mine, forgiveness by your death for me,
child of sorrow for my joy.
O now carry me...

People often change gear between Christmas and New Year, but the affirmation of the
Christian faith is that
Consider

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday today and for ever”

Jesus Christ Yesterday

God has appeared in history That is the gift we celebrate

Boxing Day
Thank you

“He gave Himself for us.
He saved us because of his mercy
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour”

When I was a boy Boxing Day was the day for writing thank you letters.
Yesterday we celebrated God down to earth in Jesus to die on the cross to decontaminate us
from sin - what has been our response ?

Jesus Christ Today

God wants to appear in godliness of His people as we commit
“to redeem us from all wickedness
and to purify for himself a people that are his very own”

Christians
are
people
with

Christ in !

What does this mean to be God’s own people ?
eager to do what is good. What are some of the practical good things we can do ?
stop haggling on petty things. Lets stop niggling !
cross-generational encouragement. Do we encourage cross-generationally ?
removing hatred. not peace lovers, but peace makers.

Jesus Christ For ever

God will appear in glory which we contemplate

2022 ?

New Year is a time for reflection, looking back and looking forward.
“we wait for the blessed hope
—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ:

Hope - we have seen this already, but must keep making it clear that Christian hope is not
wishful thinking, like hoping for good weather, but looking forward with certainty like night
shift waiting for the morning.
There is a shortage of hope in our global society. “Where is it all going to end?” folk say.
“Ultimately it ends with Jesus” Just as Jesus came the first time fulfilling promises, so
Jesus has promised to come again. We go into the New Year with the assurance that at the
end of the day either at death or the second coming of Jesus, Christians go to be with Jesus
and until then he has promised to be with us.
On this last Sunday of 2021 let us tune our lives as well as our lips to this chorus based of
Hebrews 13 v8
Yesterday, today, forever, Jesus is the same,
All may change, but Jesus never glory to His name!
Glory to His name! Glory to His name!
All may change, but Jesus never glory to His name!

For the insecurities of a passing world we turn to the eternal security found in Jesus.
As we give thanks for the note of meaning for our minds,
value for our hearts and dynamic purpose for our lives
we come and prayer for those who feel insecure
as there have been so many changes in the last couple of years, they fear the future
as they face a new year with uncertainties about health or work or family
as they are caught up like meaningless pawns in refugee camps, victims of political tensions.
We pray for those who are sharing in word and action the good news of Jesus,
that they may have vision and wisdom to share the basis and show the relevance
of Jesus Christ the same yesterday today and for ever.
Thinking just now of the Holy Land, we give thanks that the Christian faith is a global faith
for pray particularly for the witness of our fellow Christians in the congregation of St
Andrew’s Jerusalem, Tabeetha school in Jaffa and the work in Tiberias.
And now as we go into a new year,
we pause and reflect putting our hand
into the hand of the man from Galiliee,
allowing His nail pierced hand
to grasp and hold us.
Summing up our prayers spoken
and unspoken in the prayer
which Jesus taught all those
who love you to say

Once in royal Davids city,
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her Baby,
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little Child.

For He is our childhood's pattern;
Day by day, like us, He grew;
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles, like us He knew;
And He cares when we are sad,
And he shares when we are glad

He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall:
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that Child so dear and gentle,
Is our Lord in heaven above:
And He leads His children on,
To the place where He is gone.

And may the amazing grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the understanding love of God
and the strong friendship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, AMEN

