Welcome
to
Worship
1 All praise be yours, for you, O King divine,
Your rightful glory freely did resign
That in our darkened hearts your grace might shine. Alleluia!
2 You came to us in lowliness of thought;
By you the outcast and the poor were sought,
And by your death was God's salvation wrought. Alleluia!
3 O Jesus, let your mind within us be,
For you were servant that we might be free
And humbly stooped to death on Calvary. Alleluia!
4 Therefore you are, by God's eternal vow,
Most high exalted o'er all creatures now
And giv'n the name to which all knees shall bow. Alleluia!
5 Let ev'ry tongue confess with one accord
In heav'n and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord,
And God the Father be by all adored. Alleluia!
Jesus said
“I have told you this so that My joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete”
Happy Christmas will be on people’s lips this month …
So often it is superficial. or with a feeling of disillusionment how can there be a happy Christmas when there is so much trouble in our world.
And therefore we come to You the God of the universe, the Maker of creation
and praise Your name, that You are interested in us,
that You want our lives to be filled with joy
that You have come to make this possible,
by filling our lives with Your joy, something that is deep, lasting
and coming from a relationship with You
and Your filing of our lives with Your Holy Spirit.
Help us to realise that You are the One Who gives a truly happy Christmas
through Jesus Christ to Whom with You O Father, and the Holy Spirit be all praise and glory
both now and for ever

Philippians 2 1-13
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make
my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one
mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others
above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the
others.
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
rather, he made himself nothing, by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now
much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it
is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.
320 Joy to the world! The Lord is come
Let earth receive her King!
Let every heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing

2Joy to the world! The Saviour reigns

Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods
Rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy

3 He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
And glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders, wonders of His love

lights of

One year when the Lord Provost was switching on the
the big Norwegian Christmas tree, he said
“Christmas is a time for Children”,
and
from high on the tower of New College a voice rang out
“Heresy”

Of course it is great to see children enjoy themselves, with bright eyes opening presents.
But Christmas is not something out of which we grow.
Truth for which he came : revealing God “being in very nature God”
Trouble for which he came to deal : facing up to evil, dying on the cross
Task for which He came and fulfilled : God raising Him from the dead. job done!
Team for which He came - all Christians.
3 points about this
Equipping. earlier in the letter Paul says he was “put here”
this is military word for a military posting.
Enabling God working in us - Wow !
Expecting every knee shall bow !
Polycarp the aged bishop of Smyrna on being given the choice of saying
“Caesar is Lord” or death replied
“80 and 6 years have I served Him and He has done me no wrong –
how can I deny my Lord and Saviour”.
His death was recorded
“they martyred him, Statius Quadratus being proconsul of Asia
and Jesus Christ being King for Ever”
One of my professors preached me in to the church in Glasgow and the sermon was
eventually published in a book “King for ever” My mother went to the library at asked if they
had a book of sermons “King for ever” , to which the library assistant replied
Have you tried the fiction section?
Christians celebrate not fiction but fact - God made known in action
As we think of the excitement of children opening their gifts,
may we never lose the note of wonder at the greatest gift of all, Jesus. and the lasting
relationship with God He makes possible and offers to us.
1. In Christ alone, my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand

3. There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ

2. In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
'Til on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live.

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

We give thanks for the message of Christmas,
for transforming love, deep peace and dynamic hope
for the words we have been singing,
and for the difference Jesus can make when accepted as King in our lives.
We come and pray for those who face Christmas without any basis of certainty,
… that young people may see beyond the superficial to the real meaning of Christmas,
and in contact with you find their true identity beneath the image
…. that those who are all too aware of increasingly frailty and ill health
may find in you hope for eternity and a sense of Your peace day by day
…. that those who feel isolated, neglected, despised or abused
may find in You the assurance that they are valuable.
We pray
… for those who are involved in caring in any way and finish work feeling drained
that they may be able to recharge their batteries from Your strength
… for those who seek justice in society, dealing with the traffickers and the exploiters
who try to bring reconciliation in civil wars,
and remembering that Jesus’ family were refugees from tyranny,
those who are actively involved in aiding refugees
especially those who are persecuted because of their faith.
Hear us as we pray for someone we know who needs to know the real meaning of Christmas
and hear us as we join in the global family prayer of all those who love You to pray

And may the amazing grace of the lord Jesus Christ, the understanding love of God, and the strong
friendship of the Holy Spirit be with us all AMEN

